Effect of amiodarone on serum quinidine and procainamide levels.
Serum levels of quinidine or procainamide were measured in patients who had amiodarone added to their antiarrhythmic regimen. Dosages of quinidine or procainamide were held constant. Eleven of 11 patients had an increase in the serum quinidine level, and 11 of 12 other patients had an increase in the serum procainamide level. The dose requirement to maintain a stable plasma level of quinidine or procainamide decreased by 37% and 20%, respectively. Clinical toxicity occasionally occurred with the increase in serum levels of quinidine and procainamide, and the dose of these drugs should be decreased when amiodarone is administered concurrently.